
Digital Tool Programming for Families: Tumblebooks and Storybird on tablets  
Chinook Regional Library, Saskatchewan 
 
 Outline of Program:  
For the Summer Reading 2014 season, Chinook Regional Library purchased tablets in order to develop a 
practice of incorporating digital tools into library programming.  
 
This initiative used an IPad Mini and 2 Samsung Galaxy Tabs and required 40 hours of staff development 
and programming time to create resource materials, advertisement materials and develop hour long 
family literacy sessions to be prototyped during the summer, for expanded use in regular programming.  
With the use of tablets, families can learn about the multitude of digital tools which enhance family 
literacy at the library. Tumble Books, Storybird and e-books were the target resources as they are 
available in the Saskatchewan Public Library System. 
 
Chinook Regional Library is also experimenting with two innovative programs: digital storytelling and 
animating short films using Movie Maker during a Teen Writing Camp program.  
 
Outcome: Families and youth have opportunities to expand their knowledge of electronic resources at 
the library as well as being exposed to new forms of technology.  
Program Format:  

• Three sessions with families that would feature Tumble Books and e-books. A how to use 
Tumble Books brochure.  

• Three sessions with families that would feature Storybird. How to use Storybird brochure. (The 
chosen tablets worked for reading within the Storybird platform, but not for the writing option) 

• Power point slide show to walk parents through a step by step process for each session and 
demonstration. Time would be given for parents to explore each of the features of the digital 
tools that would be used.  

• The tablets were also used as a tool for engagement with walk-in clients/caregivers interested in 
Tumblebooks. Programmers found that grandmothers interested in tools for child literacy 
development were an interested population. 

• One-on-one sessions or no more than 2 or 3 people work best when tablet numbers are limited 
 

 
Contact Information:  
Tekeyla Friday, Children’s Programmer  
tfriday@chinook.lib.sk.ca  
Heather Walker, Director  
hwalker@chinook.lib.sk.ca 

http://www.chinooklibrary.ca/chinook.htm
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Storybird 

Storybird is a tool that 

Saskatchewan Libraries has 

access to. This program can be 

run as a contest, class project or 

as a writing course. It is designed 

to give children a vehicle for 

creating their own stories and 

expressing themselves in writing. 

Storybird promotes both written 

and digital literacy by providing 

professional illustrated pictures, 

free accounts for students and a 

printable finished product. Even 

the most reluctant child will love 

to experiment with Storybird.  
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Saskatchewan Libraries 

With the advancement of 

technology, society is using 

online data bases, programs and 

many different types of software 

for work, school and enjoyment.  

More homework, reports and 

even job applications are being 

done online and with a variety 

of devices. 

Saskatchewan Libraries have 

access to two important digital 

tools that will expose your child 

to digital literacy and encourage 

him/her to use technology for 

growth rather than just mere 

entertainment.  

 

TumbleBooks™  

This digital tool can be accessed on 

almost any device. 

TumbleBooks™ are ebooks for 

children. They include easy books 

that are animated and chapter 

books with a read along option. 

This is a free service that can be 

accessed through your library’s 

website by clicking on the 

TumbleBooks™ icon on the site. 

This will automatically open up 

into the TumbleBooks™ library.  

Once inside the TumbleBooks™     

library you can select what you 

would like to read or an activity. 

Once the selection is made, the site 

will automatically open it up for 

viewing. 

 

TumbleBooks™  has a variety of  

fiction and non-fiction books for 

children and tweens. 

 

The voices for the animated easy 

books are clear, easy to understand 

and the words are highlighted as each 

one is said giving your child another 

tool to associate language with verbal 

conversation.  

 

This digital tool is perfect for long 

car rides, shopping or a long wait in 

the doctor’s office.  





TumbleBooks™ is free for library users and is a service that 

Saskatchewan Libraries provide for their young patrons. 

 

First step – visit your library’s website. I.E. www.chinooklibrary.ca  

 

http://www.chinooklibrary.ca/


Scroll down the page until you see the TumbleBooks™ 

 icon. Click on the icon to enter the site.  



Select a story, chapter 

book, nonfiction book, 

or video. 

 



A new screen will open and a list of books or videos will 

appear.  

 



Select a title you would like to view.  



Once an item is selected, the item will open in a 

new screen and start to play. 



With books, an audio voice will read the print. While the 

book is being read, the text will be highlighted so your 

child can begin to recognize words and follow along 

with the story. 



Puzzles and games are another feature your child can use to 

learn vocabulary and word recognition.  







S to ryb i rd  i s  a  d ig i ta l  too l  
that  u se s  p ro fe s s i ona l  
a r twork  to  i n sp i r e  
ch i ld ren  to  wr i t e .   



Saskatchewan Libraries have teacher 
accounts to run branch programs for 
participating students.  

The teacher accounts provide a safe 
dashboard for children to experience 
storybird.  



With parental permission children can sign up for their own free accounts 
without participating in a library program. However, this exposes the children 
to the public queue and does not give the same safety network as the private 
dashboards that the library uses.  



When a program is running at a local library, parents can register their 
children. The programmer will assign him or her with an account and give 
them a temporary password. The child then signs in at www.storybird.com. 
 
  

http://www.storybird.com/


Using the temporary password, the child will sign in and be asked to 
change that password to one he or she can remember.  



Once a child is signed in he or she will have the option of choosing an 
assignment to work on or select art from the queue of artwork.   



When you chose an assignment or artwork it will open into a new screen with 
the artwork on either side of the page.  



To add a picture to the page, simply click on the picture and drag it 
onto the page.  



The picture and a text box will appear on the page.  



While dragging a picture onto the page, you may drag it over too much and the 
picture will take up all of the page.  



Click on the original picture from the artwork to the side of the page and re-drag 
it onto the page until you see the dark coloured square light up.  



When the story is finished, go to menu and click publish. This will complete the story 
and make it ready for printing.  



All completed stories will land in the student library. A PDF 
version of the story can be bought and printed.   
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